
Commonwealth Council on Childhood Success Workgroups 
 

 

School Readiness Workgroup:      Senator John Miller (Chair of the full Workgroup) 

 

Virginia Preschool Initiative Subgroup  

Council Members: 

John Purnell, Voices for Virginia’s Children  (Subgroup Chair) 

Anne-Marie D. Twohie, Fairfax County Office for Children 

Beth Rhinehart, Virginia Early Childhood Foundation 

Christine Harris, Early Childhood Education, Dept of Ed 

 

Stakeholder Members: 

Emily Griffey, Voices for Virginia’s Children 

Mary Jo Fields, VML 

Kim Hulcher, Virginia Child Care Association 

Angela Eckhoff, Old Dominion University Early Childhood Policy Center  

Nicole Dooley, JustChildren, Legal Aid Justice Center 

Cheryl Strobel, VDOE 

Debi Melland, Chesterfield County Public Schools  

Nancy Null, Hampton Office for Human Affairs, Head Start/ Early Head Start 

Kate Graham, Arlington Public Schools 
Javaid Siddiqi, Former Virginia Secretary of Education; Hunt-Kean Leadership Fellows Director 

Jaye Harvey, Virginia Cross-Sector Professional Development (VCPD) 

 

Access to and Quality of Preschool and Child Care Subgroup  

Council Members: 

Selena Mayo, Total Action for Progress (Head Start and Early Head Start provider) (Subgroup Chair) 

Bill Ermatinger, Huntington Ingalls/ Chamber of Commerce  

  Senator Frank Ruff 

Cheryl Thompson-Stacy, Lord Fairfax Community College 

Phyllis Mondak, Special Education, Dept of Education 

Bob Pianta, Dean UVA Curry School of Education 

Angelica Light, Elevate Early Education  

Barbara Newlin, Division of Childcare and Early Childhood, Dept of Social Services 

Toni Cacace-Beshears, VA Association for Early Childhood Education 

 

Stakeholder Members: 

  Josie Webster, VA Council for Private Education 

Sharon Veatch, Child Care Aware 

Alex London-Gross, Virginia Alliance of YMCAs 

Karen Lange, Regional Military Child Care Liaison, Child Care Aware 

Karen Gallagher, Child Development Center for Learning and Research, Virginia Tech  

Dr. Teresa Harris, Early, Elementary, and Reading Education, James Madison University 

September Jonas, Knowledge Universe 

 

Early Elementary Subgroup 

Council Members: 

Steven Staples, Superintendent, Dept of Education (Subgroup Chair) 

  Dora Wynn, Brunswick County Public Schools 

Karla Blasquez, Parent/ Loudoun Public Schools 

Patricia Popp, Education of Homeless Children and Youth  

 

Stakeholder Members: 

Lynette Rowe, Fairfax County Council PTA 

Hillary Press, VA Counselors Association  

Burnette Scarboro, NOVA PTA 

Emily Webb, VA School Board Association 



Ben Kiser, Virginia Association of School Superintendents 

Dr. Antoinette Rogers, VEA 

Jim Baldwin, VA Association of Elementary School Principals  

Shannon Venable, Dominion  

 

Health and Well Being Workgroup 

Council Members: 

Catherine Hancock, DBHDS Early Intervention Coordinator (Co-Chair) 

Lisa Specter-Dunaway, Home Visiting Consortium (Co-Chair) 

 Marissa Levine, Dept of Health Commissioner 

 Kurt Newman, Children’s National 

Debra Ferguson, DBHDS Commissioner  

Delegate Chris Peace 

Margaret Schultze, Commissioner, Dept of Social Services 

 

Stakeholder Members: 

Cate Newbanks, FACES of Virginia Families 

Marty Kilgore, VA Foundation for Healthy Youth 

Becky Bowers-Lanier, VA Association of School Nurses  

Becky Boswell, Autism Society Central VA 

Heidi Lawyer, Virginia Board for People with Disabilities 

Cristy Gallagher, Parent Representative from NAMI Virginia 

Johanna Schuchert, Prevent Child Abuse Virginia 

Ipek Taffe, The Planning Council 

Debbie Shiflett, School Nutrition Association of Virginia 

Ellen Shackelford, Insight Enterprises, Inc., Peninsula Center for Independent Living 

Ashley Harrell, Maternal and Child Health, DMAS 

Amber Haley, VCU Center for Society and Health 

Dr. Ann Kellams, Department of Pediatrics, University of Virginia 

Michele Chesser, Joint Commission on Health Care 

 Dr. David Buchsbaum, Anthem 

Emily Keenum, Health Initiative Coordinator, VECF 

 

Data and Governance Workgroup 

Council Members: 

Delegate Rob Krupicka (Chair) 

Aleta Lawson, Director of Head Start Collaboration, Dept of Social Services 

Veronica Tate, Director Program Administration and Accountability, Dept of Education 

 

Stakeholder Members: 

Amanda Williford, UVA Center for Advanced Study of Teaching and Learning 

Jim Schuyler, Virginia Community Action Partnership 

Beth Ann Canada, DOE, Virginia Longitudinal Data System 

Bonnie Griffa, State Early Childhood Mental Health Coordinator 

Deborah Jonas, Analytic Insights 

Jack Frazier, Deputy Director of Operations, Dept of Social Services 

Derek Chapman, Center for Health and Society, VCU 

Crystal Coles, VCU and Home Visiting 

Lisa Thomas, Child Development Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 


